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men mentioned deliberately aimed to bring about a war to
secure these advantages. One cannot judge the motives
which actuated men before the War, by what they did in
an absolutely new situation which arose as soon as they
were overtaken by a conflagration they had sought to avert.
And in fact, in the case of the two Powers between whom
the immediate conflict arose, the postponement or avoid-
ance of a European War would have facilitated the accom-
plishment of the ultimate advantages aimed at; Pashitch
knew that there was a- better chance for Serbian national
unity after he had consolidated Serbian gains in the Balkan
Wars, and after Russia had completed her military and
naval armaments as planned for 1917; and Berchtold knew
that he had a better chance of crushing the Greater Serbia
danger and strengthening Austria, if he could avoid Russian
intervention and a general European War*
It is also true, likewise, that the moment war was
declared, it was hailed with varying demonstrations of
enthusiasm on the part of the people in every country—-
with considerable in Serbia, Austria, Russia and Germany,
with less in France, and with almost none in England. But
this does not mean that the peoples wanted war or exerted
a decisive influence to bring it about. It is a curious psy-
chological phenomenon that as soon as a country engages
in war, there develops or is created among the masses a
frenzy of patriotic excitement which is no index of their
pre-war desires* And in the countries where the demon-
strations of enthusiasm were greatest, the political influence
of the people on the Government was least.
Nevertheless, a European War broke out, Why? Be-
cause in each country political and military leaders did
certain things, which led to mobilizations and declarations
of war, or failed to do certain things which might have
prevented them. In this sense, all the European coun-
tries, in a greater or less degree, were responsible* One

